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HAPPY NEW YEAR!
 

 

Every Friday is Fitness Friday!
1/6 - Three Kings Day - No School

1/10 to 1/31 - Pennies for Patients 
1/20 - MLK Day - No School

1/24 - End of 2nd Marking Period
2/3  to 2/7  - Book Fair

 

IMPORTANT DATES
 



Happy New Year! 
I hope 2020 is off to a great start for

everyone. We have started midyear testing in Math and Reading to
see our students’ progress. The test data will be used to set new
instructional focuses and help us to provide support and review

where needed. Please be sure to ask your child what they are
learning in class daily and what homework they may need to

complete. Reading every night will help increase comprehension
and fluency so dive into a good book. Attendance is vital to

academic success but if you child has a fever or has vomited please
keep them home to get well. Thank you for your continued support

and dedication to your child. Let’s hope
we all have a happy and healthy 2020!

 
Best,
Karen Renna, Principal
Kristen Gwiazdoski, Vice Principal

 

PRINCIPAL'S CORNER



Mrs. Mauceri and Mrs. Promotico 
 

Happy New Year to all our Pre-K families!!  We will continue to
explore the seasons this month and polar animals as well as move
forward with our unit on clothing as it pertains to the weather and
career choices.  Research shows it is imperative that children get

physical exercise each day for their body, mind and spirit.  Therefore,
we will try to go outside as much as possible this month when the

weather allows.  Please dress accordingly with winter coats, hats, ear
muffs, mittens, and boots or sneakers.                                                                  

    We have a puppet show on Food Safety on Friday, January 10th. 
Please remember to provide a healthy snack for your child for each
afternoon.  Also, check your child’s folder each night…there may be

important information in there!
 
 

PRE - KINDERGARTEN 



Mrs. Riggi and Mrs. Baker
 

Math:  Kindergarten students are using math manipulatives to
represent a number. Students can add one more and decide the

total, and also take away 1 to show less.
 

Reading /Language Arts:  Kindergarten students are learning about
fiction and nonfiction genres in reading, specifically about plants and

garden in our Wonders series. In language arts K students are
learning to write simple sentences with capital letters and proper

end mark.
 
 

 KINDERGARTEN 



FIRST GRADE
Ms. Weed and Mrs. Varholak

 
Happy New Year First Grade Families! We are back and ready to learn.
Our first graders will start MClass testing again on January 27. We are
looking forward to seeing the growth in the students reading ability.
In FUNdations, we are finishing up Unit 6 with making words plural.

We will be introducing Unit 7 soon which focuses on 8 new glued
sounds -ang, -ing, -ong, -ung, -ank, -ink, -onk, -unk. This is a three

week unit. When students mark glued sounds they need to put a box
around it. New trick words are: why, by, my, try, put, two, too, very,
also, some, come. Please make sure you are practicing the spelling
with them because they need to be learned by memory.  Practice at

home is a great way to reinforce what was learned in class.In our
reading program Wonders, students are working in Unit 3 focusing

on Changes Over Time.
In Math, students are working on comparing two numbers, place

value, and organizing a story problem using addition or subtraction.
 

Happy Birthday to our January babies: Alexzander (8th) Klevis (9th)
Jessmarie (17th) and Ms. Weed (31st). We are going to rock 2020.

Let’s have a great month!!
 
 



SECOND GRADE 
 

Mrs. Boivin and Mrs. Palmer
 

Happy New Year!  We are continuing our unit on Matter. Students are excited
about learning about properties of matter and exploring different types of

matter. 
Unit 3 in Language Arts continues to focus on asking and answering questions
about key details in a text to better understand what we are reading as well as

using details to sequence important events in texts. 
 

In January, we will be having our Middle of the Year Benchmark Assessment in
Reading. Parents will receive a copy of the results when testing has been
completed. We will use the data to identify instructional focuses for each

student and develop new Tier I, Tier II, and Tier III groupings.
 

We are learning strategies to add and subtract within 100. Some of those
strategies involve decomposing two-digit numbers into expanded form and
using the standard algorithm. We also are currently working on our second

 i-Ready Diagnostic. The data from this diagnostic will be used to identify an
instructional focus area and allow us to drive instruction more effectively. 

 
We believe that reading nightly allows the students to practice the skills we

learn at school as well as become exposed to so many new words! Practicing
reading makes us better readers! Happy reading! 

 
Students NEED to become more fluent with addition and subtraction facts

within 20. We would like to encourage each family to practice partners of ten or
twenty nightly!  

Please initial your child’s Homework & Peak chart nightly as well as log into
ClassDojo to see how your child’s day went. You can also check Dojo for any new

announcements that have been posted.



 
 

During literacy, third graders will continue to discuss themes of
unique animal characteristics, leadership, and discovery while

reading folktales, historical fiction, and expository texts on topics
such as slavery, the Civil War, and the solar system.   

In math, we will discuss and calculate stop time, start time, and the
elapsed time of activities using a number line.  We will also soon

begin to measure capacity and mass using the metric system. Finally,
we continue to work on mastery of the times tables.  Our study of

Fundations this month will introduce students to open syllable
exceptions when I makes a long e sound and will also include

learning to add vowel suffixes to words ending in y.
 

THIRD GRADE
Mrs. Ciccone and Mr.  Gagnon

 
 
 



FOURTH GRADE
Ms. Hanley and Ms. Johnson

Hello readers! We hope everyone had a wonderful winter break!In
science, we will continue learning about waves and information
transfer. In the unit, students will discover the different parts of

waves, explore how light can be reflected, and examine/describe
how information is transferred from place to place. In math, we are

learning about fractions. Students will be finding equivalent
fractions, comparing fractions, and converting fractions with

denominators of 10 and 100 to equivalent decimals. We are also
completing our middle of the year iReady assessment. The testing
window closes on January 17th. We encourage all students to try
their best and show all their work. At home, students can practice

their multiplication and division facts each day to increase fact
fluency and confidence.In reading, students will continue to explore

their role in the community. We are working to answer the big
question of Unit 3, “How can you show your community spirit?” Over

the next three weeks, we will read stories that help us explore how
one person can make a difference, how words can lead to change,

and ways that advances in science can be helpful/harmful. Students
will strengthen their comprehension by citing relevant evidence from

a text, determining the point of view of a story, and visualizing as
they read. Our middle of year testing for reading will begin on
January 27th and end on February 7th. At home, students can
practice by reading to self for at least 20 minutes. In addition,

students can read aloud for 3-5 minutes every night to help increase
their fluency!



Mr. Mollengarden
In Language Arts this month we will begin unit 3 of Wonders. The big
idea we will be reading about is: What kinds of experiences can lead

to new discoveries? In order to explore this question we will read
stories in various genres including realistic fiction, fantasy, and
expository texts. We will also start to explore how to use verbs

correctly in our writing. Please make sure your child reads for 20
minutes each night, and completes their weekly response journal.

 
Mr. Carosella

Students will continue multiplying whole numbers and decimals. 
The students will solve using area models, partial products and

standard algorithm. Also, Students will calculate the volume of right
rectangular prisms.  In doing so, students will compose and

decompose right rectangular prisms into two smaller prisms to find
the volume.  Students will create a formula to solve for volume as

well.
 

FIFTH GRADE



SIXTH GRADE

Mr. Brault
Mathematics 

In Math in January students will continue to add, subtract, and multiply and
divide with and by decimals and whole numbers.  They will be working with

greatest common factors and least common multiples to solve problems.  We will
begin to explore negative numbers on number lines as well as comparing and

ordering positive and negative numbers.  Students will also learn about absolute
value before moving on to concepts within the coordinate plane.

Mrs. Toma
Reading & Language Arts 

We are finishing up with Unit 2 of the Study Sync program as we approach the
end of the 2nd marking period. Students are really enjoying our novel study

using the story The Lightning Thief. They are learning a lot about Greek
mythology. We will be reading some of Aesop’s fables and will work on

identifying the theme of those we read. Another excerpt we will be reading and
working closely with is Heroes Every Child Should Know: Perseus. We will be
reviewing the following reading skills: central or main idea, arguments and

claims, and point of view. For Language skills we will continue to work on using
commas in writing, avoiding vague pronouns, and pronoun agreement. Students

will continue spending time answering constructed responses using the RACE
acronym as we prepare for the SBAC testing. Students will continue their reading
logs where they are required to read 20 minutes each night and submit them to
me every Friday. If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to me

via email, phone, or remind app.



SEVENTH GRADE

Mr. Thomas
Social Studies

Students will finish studying the eastern
portion of the United States then we will

move into Northern and Southern Europe
for the remainder of the month.

Mr. Hernandez
Mathematics

Module Title:  Expressions and Equations
Conceptual Lens:  Algebraic Representations
 Unit Overview: Students will be learning that

all situations can be represented with numbers
and algebraic symbols.

Mrs. Brotman
Language Arts

 This month students began
drafting their own dystopian
narratives.  We are focusing

on writing skills including
drafting, using descriptive

details, writing for a specified
audience and purpose, using

formal style, and writing in
accordance to the plot

diagram.

Mrs. Sarlo
Reading

Grade 7 is reading The Giver, by
Lois Lowry; concentrating on
theme, characterization and

point of view.



EIGHTH GRADE
Mr. Thomas

Social Studies
Students will continue to study the

American Revolution.  We will create a
framework for the students to examine
the effects of the American Revolution

and the creation of the U.S. Government..

Mrs. Brotman
Language Arts

Students are learning about
argumentative writing.  We are

focusing on debatable
questions and will learn how to

create a solidly founded
argumentative essay complete
with research-based evidence. 

Skills students will learn include
writing a strong thesis

statement, organization of
writing, incorporating

supportive details, and citing
our sources.

Mr. Hernandez
Mathematics

Module Title:  Expressions and
Equations (Linear Equations)

Conceptual Lens:  Linear
Interpretations Unit Overview:

Algebra allows us to find
patterns in calculations and

number relationships and use
them to predict solutions to an
infinite amount of situations in

real-life.

 
Mrs. Sarlo
Reading 

Grade 8 is reading Lord of the Flies  by
William Golding, and working on theme,

characterization and point of view.



Mrs. McCulloch
 Essential Skills Secondary

In January students in the secondary essential skills class will be learning the
following.Colors: White; Shape : Rectangle; Numbers : 5, 13;   Texture : Bumpy ; 
 Position: in front of/behind;   Animal : Bird/Cardinal;  Feeling : Mad/AngryThey
will continue to explore and sort items with different size (large/small), shape

and colors, different sounds, different taste, scents, and textures.They will
learn about the New Year, Winter, Snow and the Months of the Year.They will

learn about various clothing to wear in different seasons especially hat, gloves,
scarves and heavy jackets in the winter.They will learn about Cooking; tools

used to cook, measuring, scooping, stirring. They will identify and sort various
foods from non-food items.In addition to these the students will continue to

work on their IEP goals and objectives developed at their PPTs.

Mrs. Barbosa
Elementary Essential Skills

This month in Essential Skills
we will be learning about the season of winter, what we wear in the cold and

talking about snow and winter animals. We are reading The Hat and the Mitten by
Jan Brett and working on the concept of “in” and identifying animals. We are

also talking about penguins.  Our shape of the month is a Star and the Colors of
the month are Blue and White.  The Number of the month is 4. We are also

working on the difference between Hot and Cold. We are practicing putting our
jackets on and taking them off, some are working on zippers! We are working

very hard on our individual objectives.

ESSENTIAL SKILLS



SPECIAL EDUCATION
Mrs. Guisti

Middle School 
The middle school students are continuing to

improve their Oral Reading Fluency skills, reading
comprehension skills, and writing skills.

Everyone has been working very hard and making
improvement.   In Math, the students are continuing

to improve fact fluency, solve multi-step word
problems with integers, solve linear equations, and

simplify different fractions.



Mrs. Thompson Literacy Facilitator
Mrs. Cavanaugh Reading Teacher

 
Happy 2020! 

 We hope you all had a wonderfully restful holiday break.  Just a reminder that
middle of the year testing will be taking place this month.  All teachers and staff

are working hard to target your child’s academic needs.  At the end of testing,
we will be sending home test results.  Groups for small group instruction will

change based on testing data. Please feel free to contact Mrs. Thompson or Mrs.
Cavanaugh if you have any questions regarding your child’s reading

performance.  Remember READ, READ, READ!

Miss Geary
Speech-Language Pathologist

Students continue to strengthen vocabulary skills using
online resources such as Quizlet. Elementary school students are working on
increasing auditory comprehension and vocabulary. Middle school students
continue to target writing, specifically use of transition words and phrases.

Students in Essential Skills are increasing winter vocabulary and using various
methods of communication to express wants and needs.

READING DEPARTMENT

SPEECH



Mrs. Madera
   We will soon begin LAS Links testing for students.  We will continue

testing until March.   LAS Links English Language Proficiency
Assessment, is a compliant instrument that is used in Grades K-12 as a
formal and standardized method of determining language proficiency.

The test results provide important information for screening and
placing English Language Learners (ELL) and subsequently for
monitoring in acquiring English. The assessment measures the

competencies necessary for successful academic and social language
usage in mainstream classrooms: Speaking, Listening, Reading,

Writing, and Comprehension.

SPECIALS

ENGLISH AS A SECOND
LANGUAGE

Library
Ms. Calabro

Happy New Year! Elementary students have
finished making their reading and academic

new year's resolutions. Next week we are
starting to learn and read about MLK Jr. 
Middle School students are staring a new
project on their Google Classroom where

they are able to design, create, and develop
new skills. Ask your child to see their work on

their Google Classroom!  


